Michigan Reading Journal
Volume 28

Issue 1

Article 8

October 1994

Book-Pourri
Vera E. Milz

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj

Recommended Citation
Milz, Vera E. (1994) "Book-Pourri," Michigan Reading Journal: Vol. 28 : Iss. 1 , Article 8.
Available at: https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/vol28/iss1/8

From The Teachers & Writers Guide to Classic American Literature, edited by Christopher Edgar and Gary Lenhart,
2001, New York, NY: Teachers & Writers Collaborative. Copyright 2001 by Teachers & Writers Collaborative.
Reprinted with permission.
This work is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks@GVSU. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Michigan Reading Journal by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks@GVSU. For more information, please contact
scholarworks@gvsu.edu.

Book-Pourri
REVIEWS

BY

VERA

E.

MILZ:

pens makes for a hilarious adventure
that will keep young readers in stitches
until the very end!

What an exciting summer I have had!
Relaxing, traveling, playing with a new
puppy, and, of course, reading lots of
great books! I hope that you will locate
and enjoy some of the books that I have
to share with you in this column. If you
have a favorite book that you can recommend to others, please tell me about it
for use in a future column. Send your
reviews, or review copies, to: 1750
Woodgate Dr., Troy, MI 48083.

Harrison, David L. When Cows Come
Home. Illustrations by Chris L.
Demarest. (Boyds Mills Press, 1994,
$14.95, ISBN 1-56397-143-7).
When cows return to their barn at
night, they sedately file in to be milked,
but when the farmer isn't looking they
have a great time riding bicycles, square
dancing,swimming,andlaughing. This
rhyming picture book will keep you
laughing, too!

IF ANIMALS REALLY COULD

Axelrod, Amy. Pigs Will be Pigs.
Illustrations by Sharon McGinley-Nally.
(Four Winds Press, 1994, $14.95, ISBN 002-765415-X).
The Pig family is hungry for a snack!
Unfortunately, they have cleaned out the
refrigerator, and Dad hasn't been to the
bank to get money. So they begin a
search of the house to find any lost or
saved money. Children can add, subtract, and multiply along with the Pig
family to see if they have enough money
to go out to eat at their favorite Mexican
restaurant.

Lester, Helen. Three Cheers for
Tacky. Illustrations by Lynn Munsinger.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1994, $13.95, ISBN 0395-66841-7).
Tacky the Penguin is back and ready
to help his team win the Great Penguin
Cheering Contest. The team with the
finest cheer will win shiny blue bow ties.
Bumbling Tacky has to work really hard
to get the routine right, but he finally
does it. Will he be able to do it right at
the contest? You will have to read the
book to see what happens at the actual
performance. Be ready to laugh and giggle.

Christelow, Eileen. The Great Pig
Escape. (Clarion, 1994, $14.95, ISBN 0395-66973-1 ).
Bert and Ethel have a farm which is
known for growing the best vegetables
in their area. One day, Bert decides to
raise a few pigs, although Ethel thinks it
will be too much trouble. He can't be
dissuaded, and he gets six piglets to
raise. All goes well until the pigs are
ready for market. They are loaded into
the back of the truck, but on the way all
escape. How they do it and what hapMICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

Rubel, Nicole. Conga Crocodile.
(Houghton Mifflin, 1993, $14.95, ISBN 0395-58773-5).
From the day of his birth, a little crocodile loves to bang on things. When his
grandmother gives him a drum, he plays
it until he drives everyone crazy. No one
can stand his drumming, until he is overheard by a band that has lost its drummer. They invite him to join the band,
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and a star is born. This book is great
fun-especially for young aspiring musicians who may not be appreciated by
those around them.

a bonus, it contains directions for children to make their own pink paper
swans. The artwork is by an art teacher
in Grand Rapids, Michigan.

Wormell, Mary. Hilda Hen's Search.
(Harcourt Brace, 1994, $13.95, ISBN 015-200069-0).
Hilda Hen needs a place to lay her
eggs, but nowhere is quite right. Using a
repetitive pattern, the book traces her
search until she finds the perfect home
to raise her little chicks. Her clever solution to the problem is quite delightful.

Sabuda, Robert. Tutankhamen's Gift.
(Atheneum, 1994, $15.95, ISBN 0-68931818-9).
This visually-striking book traces the
early life of the young boy who became
pharaoh in the mid 1300s. When
Amenhotep ID died, his son Amenhotep
IV became a very unpopular successor.
When Amenhotep IV died under mysterious circumstances, Tutankhamen came
to the throne at about nine or ten years
of age. Although he only ruled for about
ten years, it was said he ruled with kindness and built more monuments and
temples than any other pharaoh. The
author/illustrator grew up in Pinckney
Michigan, and now lives in New York.

MICHIGAN ORIGINALS
Blos, Joan W. Brooklyn Doesn't
Rhyme. (Scribners, 1994, $12.95, ISBN 0684-19694-8).
Set in New York in the years before
World War I, this book captures a gentle
glimpse into the life of a Jewish, first
generation American family. Rasey is
asked to write about herself and her
family at school. At first, she can't think
of anything to write about, but as she
begins to look at her family and tell their
stories, she realizes that she is learning
more about herself. The author grew up
in New York, but now resides in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

Van Allsburg,
Chris. The Sweetest
Fig. (Houghton
Mifflin, 1993,
$17.95, ISBN 0-39567346-1).
Whenameanhearted dentist is
given two figs in

Kroll, Virginia. Pink Paper Swans.
Illustrations by Nancy L. Clouse.
(Eerdmans, 1994, $14.99, ISBN 0-80285081-2).
Eight-year-old Janetta is fascinated by
the origami figures created by her aging
neighbor. Mrs. Tsujimoto works outside
their apartment building to made the figures to sell at a local bookstore and gift
shop. When several days pass and Mrs.
Tsujimoto doesn't come outside to work,
Janetta goes to check on her at her
apartment, and discovers that arthritis is
stopping her neighbor from doing the
origami. She volunteers to help her, and
together they create new pieces for sale.
This is a lovely story of a developing
friendship between two generations. As
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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girl who is hiding out in the woods to
avoid her alcoholic father. Their friendship helps each to find courage and
strength to deal with their difficulties.
This sensitive novel by a northern
Michigan resident will be enjoyed by
middle school readers.

payment for his services, he doesn't
believe the woman's story that they can
make his dreams come true. When he
eats one, he realizes that his strange
dream of the night before has come true,
and he is determined to put the second
fig to better use. However, before he can
eat the fig, his dog grabs it and the story
takes an even more unusual twist. This
latest book by a Grand Rapids-born
author/illustrator will fascinate readers
of all ages.

Willard, Nancy. The Sorcerer's
Apprentice. Illustrations by Leo and
Diane Dillon. (Blue Sky/Scholastic, 1993,
$15.95, ISBN 0-590-47329-8).
This cautionary tale from the late
1700s has been placed in poetic form by
a Michigan-born author. The story of a
servant who misuses his master's magic
features Sylvia-the new apprentice to
the magician Tottibo-who creates
chaos when she steals one of his spells
to complete an impossible task. The text
is combined with spectacular illustrations to make this a book you will want
to read again and again.
Willard, Nancy. A Starlit Somersault
Downhill. Illustrations by Jerry Pinkney.
(Little Brown, 1993, $15.95, ISBN 0-31694113-1).
When a brown bear invites a rabbit to
join him for a winter nap, the rabbit
quickly agrees as the weather turns cold.
However, he changes his mind as the
bear drops off to sleep, so he goes
bouncing out into the starlit world, and
somersaults downhill as he explores the
snowcovered scene. This story poem
with its lovely illustrations will be a winter treat for any reader.

Whelan, Gloria. A Time to Keep
Silent. (Eerdmans, 1993, $5.99, ISBN 08028-0118-8).
When Clair's mother dies, her father
shuts himself up in his study and withdraws from life. In a desperate attempt
to get his attention, Clair stops talking.
However, her minister father responds
by deciding to move to a remote area of
northern Michigan to begin a mission
church. Clair is furious, but gradually
her feeling change as she meets a young
MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

A COLLECTION OF
AUTOBIOGRAPHIES
Aardema, Verna. A Bookworm Who
Hatched. (ISBN 1-878450-39-5).
Fritz, Jean. Surprising Myself. (ISBN
1-878450-37-9).
Goble, Paul. Hau Kola Hello Friend.
(ISBN 1-878450-44-1).
Hopkins, Lee Bennett. The Writing
Bug. (ISBN 1-878450-38-7).
Howe, James. Playing with Words.
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Child Labor. (Clarion, 1994, $16.95,
ISBN 0-395-58703-4).
In the early twentieth century, children as young as three .were employed in
factories, mills, mines and fields across
the United States. Lewis Hine became an
investigative reporter who documented
this tragedy through his photographs
and words, thus convincing people that
our country needed laws against child
labor. The author eloquently tells the
story of Hine's lifework, and how it
helped to change our nation's laws. This
is a moving and thought-provoking
book!

(ISBN 1-878450-40-9).
Polacco, Patricia. Firetalking. (ISBN
1-878450-55-7).
Rylant, Cynthia. Best Wishes. (ISBN
1-878450-20-4).
This outstanding Meet the Author
series by Richard C. Owen Publishers
will provide information about the personal lives of the featured author/illustrators as well as tell your students interesting facts about the creation of their
books. Each book is written especially
for seven- to ten-year-old readers, and
illustrated with full-color photographs.
($12.95 each).

Harness, Cheryl. Young John Quincy.
(Bradbury, 1994, $15.95, ISBN 0-02742644-0).
Through the eyes of a child of the
American Revolution, the author brings
these exciting times to life for today's
children. Her text and illustrations give a
close-up view of what it was like for the
children whose fathers were away framing the Declaration of Independence,
and forming its fledgling government.

INFORMATION AND MORE
Brust, Beth Wagner. The Amazing

Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian
Andersen. (Ticknor & Fields, 1994,
$15.95, ISBN 0-395-66787-9).
Most people recognize Hans Christian
Andersen as a gifted storyteller, but
many are not aware that he also was a
talented artist. Several years ago, I was
given several copies of his paper cuttings, so I was fascinated to find this
book tracing his life and telling the story
of how and why Andersen made these
intricate cuttings. The book adds a
whole new dimension to learning about
the life of this innovative and unique
man.

Hindley, Judy. The Wheeling and
Whirling-Around Book. Illustrations by
Margaret Chamberlain. (Candlewick,
1994, $14.95, ISBN 1-56402-490-3).
This innovative "Read and Wonder"
book considers all you would like to
know about round things. It explores the
world of circles and disks and spirals
and spheres, of rolling and turning and
spinning and churning. The interesting
text is full of information that can be
read aloud, and amazing facts and ideas
are tucked into every illustration. This is
a book that can be enjoyed at many different levels of understanding.

Esbensen, Barbara Juster. Baby
Whales Drink Milk. Illustrations by
Lambert Davis. (HarperCollins, 1994,
$14.89, ISBN 0-06-021552-6).
This "Let's Read and Find Out" science book is filled with information
about whales for young readers to enjoy.
They can learn how whales are different
from people, and yet how much they
have in common with us and other mammals. Clear succient text and beautiful
illustrations are combined into a very
helpful book for classroom use.

FOR OLDER READERS
Adler, C.S. Willie, the Frog Prince.
(Clarion, 1994, $13.95, ISBN 0-395-65615X).

Freedman, Russell. Kids at Work:
Lewis Hine and the Crusade Against
MI CHIGAN READING JOURNAL
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Cushman, Karen. Catherine, Called
Birdy. (Clarion, 1994, $13.95, ISBN 0395-68186-3).
Written in diary form, this is the story
of a young girl of fourteen who lives in
medieval England. Her mother wants to
teach her how to be the lady of a manor,
while her father is trying to find a good
marriage for her. Catherine, instead,
wants to be a Crusader, a painter, a
monk, a minstrel - anything but being
sold to the highest bidder to be a wife.
Her high-spirited escapades will keep
you laughing, yet how she deals with her
daily problems and her future destiny
present a serious side to this finely crafted novel.

tionist father, and finds it hard to please
him. He brings home poor grades from
school, forgets his chores, and can't
seem to manage his dog, Booboo. When
a new girl, Marla, shows up at school,
she even declares him a goof-off. Willie
finds he likes her, and he tries to do better as they become friends. However, he
discovers she has more serious problems then he does, ,and in helping her, he
learns to deal with his own home situation better. This is a warm and gentle
story of friendship and growing up.
Middle grade students will find it quite
enjoyable!
Carusone, Al. Don't Open the Door
After the Sun Goes Down: Tales of the
Real and Unreal. Illustrations by
Andrew Glass. (Clarion, 1994, $13.95,
ISBN 0-395-65225-1 ).
This collection of nine scary stories
will be popular all year long - not just
around Halloween. Each has an unusual
twist - like when the last person to
hear a joke told at a campfire always
vanishes, or how Jodi got back her
change when she purchased a dollhouse
that cried when she put it in her room,
or how a family whose dog was accidentally run over got a new pet. You'll have
to read this book to find out what happened. It's spooky, macabre, and sometimes funny entertainment.

MacLachlan, Patricia. Skylark.
(HarperCollins, 1994, $11.89, ISBN 0-06023333-8).
This is the long-awaited sequel to
Sarah, Plain and Tall. Sarah and Papa
have married, and together with Anna
and Caleb, they have become a family.
But now, a terrible drought has come to
the prairie. The crops fail, Papa has to
import water to feed the animals, and
finally a fire burns the barn down. Sarah
and the children return to Maine, while
Papa and the animals remain on the
land. They all wonder if they will be
reunited again in this touching story of
pioneer life on the prairie.

Conford, E;llen. I Love You, I Hate
You, Get Lost: A Collection of Short
Stories. (Scholastic, 1994, $13.95, ISBN
0-590-45558-3).
Being a teenager isn't always easy,
but in this collection, it can be funnydepending on your perspective. From
having to take a bratty brother on a
romantic date to discovering you have
fallen in love with the girl you grew up
with to having your mother decide to
marry the father of the person you hate
most at school, each story is a unique
blend of humor and sensitivity.

MI CHIGAN READIN G JO U RNAL

Russell, Ching Yeung. First Apple.
Illustrations by Christopher Zhong Yuan
Zhang. (Boyds Mills Press, 1994, $13.95,
ISBN 1-56397-206-9).
Nine-year-old Ying lives in China and
has never tasted an apple. Her schoolbooks say they are sweet and crunchy,
but it is a very expensive delicacy which
her family is unable to afford. When her
seventy-one-year old grandmother
expresses the same wish to taste an
apple, Ying decides it would be a special
gift if she could get one that they could
share for the grandmother's birthday.
She sets out to fulfill her dream, but is
38
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beset by many problems before she
achieves it. The story is based on actual
events which occurred in the author's
childhood in China where she was raised
by her own loving grandmother.

the book contains an impressive list of
resources to support the theme immersion process.
Weaver, Constance. Success at Last!
Helping Students with Attention Deficit
(Hyperactivity) Disorders Achieve
Their Potential. (Heinemann, 1994,
$21.50, ISBN 0-435-08808-4).
This book brings together articles by
young adults with ADD, who describe
their own difficulties and explain how
teachers can help them, as well as articles by parents and teachers who have
found successful ways to help ADD students. It is supportive of the application
of whole language principles in dealing
effectively with these special needs students, and is a positive testimony that
these students can succeed academically
and socially as members of the classroom community.

PROFESSIONAL BOOKS
Manning, Maryann, Gary Manning and
Roberta Long. Theme Immersion:

Inquiry-Based Curriculum in Elementary and Middle Schools. (Heinemann,
1994, $19.50, ISBN 0-435-08806-8).
The authors begin by defining theme
immersion as an "in-depth study of a
topic, issue, or question" that is of
importance to the members of a learning
community. Teachers and students
negotiate topics, materials, activities,
direction, and outcomes for classroom
study, as contrasted to a teacher-directed, skills-oriented unit. Two theme
immersions-environment from a fourth
grade and oceanography in an eighth
grade setting are described in detail, and

Weaver, Constance. Reading Process
and Practice: From SocioPsycholinguistics to Whole Language.
Second Edition. (Heinemann,
1994, $29.95, ISBN 0-435-08799-1).
INTERNATIONAL
This completely revised edition
READING ASSOCIATION
by Western Michigan University
ANNUAL CONVENTIONS
Professor Connie Weaver contains the latest information on the
Your Best Professional
reading process as well as other
Development Opportunity
aspects of language learning.
Detailed discussions of miscue
40th Annual Convention
analysis, Reading Recovery,
Anaheim, California
phonics, whole language theory
April 30-May 5, 1995
and practice, and reading instruc41 st Annual Convention
tion for second language learners
New Orleans, Louisiana
are just a few of the many topics.
Apri I 28-May 3, 1996
It is an outstanding resource!

ira

*
*
*

42nd Annual Convention

Dr. Vera E. Milz is a first/second grade teacher at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield
Hills, Michigan. She is a Past
President of the Oakland County
Reading Council.

Atlanta, Georgia
May 4-9, 1997

For more information, call
1-800-336-READ, ext. 216
Outside the U.S. and Canada,
call 302-731 -1 600, ext. 21 6

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

39

VOLUME

28, No. 1 •

FALL

1994

